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ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENT 
•  DRAFT 


Pursuant  to:  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act 

Section  69-6504  (b)  (3) 


Project  No.  FG-8 


Construction  of  a  three-bedroom  residence  at 
the  Jocko  River  Trout  Hatchery,  Arlee,  Mont. 


March  13,  1972 


Prepared  by 

Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department 
Fisheries  Division 
Helena,  Montana 
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I.  Purpose  or  Objective. 


To  construct  a  three-bedroom  residence  at  the  Jocko  River  Trout  Hatchery,  a 
State  Fish  and  Game  Department  installation,  near  Arlee,  Montana.  The  residence 
will  replace  the  old  house  now  occupied  by  the  hatchery  superintendent.  Basically, 
the  present  building  is  an  old  log  house,  erected  in  1896.  About  1940  part  of  an 
old  CCC  barracks  building  was  added  to  the  log  structure  and  the  unit  was  stuccoed. 
The  old  house  is  definitely  unsatisfactory;  the  window  sills  are  rotted,  the  base¬ 
ment  is  crumbling,  the  floors  are  bad  and  the  location  at  the  edge  of  the  steep 
bank  is  poor. 


II.  Description  of  the  Project.  •  - 

The  project  will  consist  of  constructing  a  three-bedroom  residence  at  the  Arlee 
hatchery  to  replace  the  old  house  now  occupied  by  the  hatchery  superintendent.  The 
new  house  will  be  situated  further  back  from  the  edge  of  the  bank  than  the  present 
house  and  a  part  of  the  bank  will  be  utilized  in  construction  of  a  new  roadway  to 
the  hatchery  buildings  below. 


The  present  cesspool  and  drainfield,  which  extends  west  of  the  house,  would  also 

be  eliminated  by  roadway  construction  and  a  new  septic  tank  and  drainfield  sewer 

system  would  be  designed  for  the  proposed  new  residence.  The  old  house  will  be  torn 
down  by  station  personnel  and  salvagable  materials  used.  The  amount  of  worthwhile 
material  will  likely  be  negligible. 

III.  Description  of  Existing  Environment. 

A.  Human  Resources. 

Presently  the  hatchery  superintendent  and  his  family  reside  in  the  old, 
deteriorating  house  at  the  hatchery.  It  is  a  condition  of  his  employment 
that  he  live  on  the  station  grounds.  Living  conditions  in  the  old  residence 
leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

B.  Physiography  and  Geology. 

The  old  house  is  located  on  level  land  quite  close  to  the  edge  of  a 

relatively  precipitous  bank  that  drops  down  to  the  Jocko  River  floodplain. 

The  soil  is  quite  gravelly  covered  by  a  layer  of  loam  which  supports  a 
light  cover  of  native  grasses  and  weeds.  The  distance  to  the  water  table 
from  the  surface  would  be  approximately  150  feet. 

C.  Land  Use. 


The  land  that  the  new  residence  would  occupy  is  now  part  of  the  hatchery 
grounds. 

D.  Fish  and  Wildlife. 

Construction  of  the  new  residence  would  have  no  effect  on  fish  and  wildlife. 

E.  Vegetative  Resources. 


Ground  cover  is  native  grasses  and  weeds. 
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F.  Climate. 

The  Arlee  area  experiences  a  considerable  amount  of  snow  during  the 
winter  months.  Temperatures,  however,  are  usually  moderate  for  Montana 
and  extremes  are  rare. 

G.  Transportation  Systems. 

Not  applicable. 

H.  Utility  Systems. 

The  new  residence  will  utilize  the  same  power  system,  water  supply  lines, 
and  telephone  line  that  now  supply  the  station.  A  new  septic  tank  and 
sewer  line  will  be  constructed. 

IV.  Evaluation  of  Environmental  Impact. 

A.  Environmental  Impact  of  Proposed  Action. 

The  proposed  new  residence  would  occupy  land  now  covered  with  native 
grasses  and  weeds.  The  new  septic  tank  and  drainfield  to  be  installed 
will  create  a  temporary  disturbance  of  the  soil.  This  impact  on  the 
environment  would  be  minor. 

B.  Adverse  Environmental  Effects  which  cannot  be  Avoided. 

There  would  be  no  measurable  adverse  effects  on  the  environment  through 
replacement  of  the  old  house  with  a  new  one. 

C.  Alternatives. 

Alternatives  would  be  (l)  To  build  elsewhere  on  the  hatcnery  grounds. 

This  would  alter  no  effect  on  the  environment  and  the  site  selected  is 
best  suited  to  supervision  of  the  station.  (2)  To  locate  the  employee 
in  the  Town  of  Arlee.  This  would  be  impractical  as  the  superintendent 
must  live  on  the  station  as  a  job  condition.  Also,  to  properly  supervise 
hatchery  operations  and  take  care  of  emergencies,  such  as  variations  in 
water  flow,  fish  disease  treatment,  and  the  like  he  would  need  to  be  at 
the  hatchery.  He  could  delegate  weekend  and  holiday  duty  under  normal 
operations.  (3)  To  not  build  the  new  residence  and  continue  to  use  the 
old  house.  The  old  house  does  not  furnish  satisfactory  housing  and  is 
in  need  of  replacement. 

D.  Short-Term  -  Long-Term  Use. 

The  new  residence  will  provide  housing  for  a  hatchery  employee  and  his 
family  for  the  life  of  the  building. 

E.  Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitment  of  Resources. 

Construction  materials  used  in  the  new  residence  would  be  committed  for 
the  life  of  the  building.  Salvage  of  materials  would  be  negligible 
following  discontinuance  of  use.  That  area  to  be  covered  by  the  new 
^  residence  will  no  longer  produce  grasses  and  weeds. 
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F.  Discussion  of  Problems  and  Objections  by  Other  Agencies  or  the  Public. 


t  -  * 


No  problems  or  objections  are  foreseen  in  construction  of  a  new 
residence  at  the  Arlee  hatchery. 

V.  Benefits. 


The  new  residence  will  provide  no  benefits  to  the  environment  but  will  create 
better  living  conditions  for  a  hatchery  employee  and  his  family. 

I 

VI.  A  Summary  Statement. 

The  old  residence  at  the  Arlee  fish  hatchery  has  deteriorated  to  the  point 
it  should  be  replaced.  The  sills  are  rotted;  the  basement  is  crumbling;  the 
floor  is  in  poor  condition;  there  is  a  moldy*  musty  odor  that  cannot  be 
eliminated  and  the  house  is  situated  near  the  edge  of  a  steep  bank  that  is 
gradually  eroding.  With  construction  of  a  new  roadway  down  the  hill, 
the  area  now  occupied  by  the  house  and  sewer  system  will  be  graded  down  and 
it  will  be  necessary  to  locate  the  new  residence  further  back  from  the  edge 
of  the  hill.  The  new  residence  will  provide  more  desirable  quarters  and 
better  conditions  for  a  hatchery  employee  and  his  family. 


VII.  A  List  of  Mailing  Distribution. 

/Department  of  Health, 
department  of  State  Lands. 

/Department  of  Natural  Resources. 

/Department  of  Planning  &  Economic  Development. 

/Environmental  Quality  Council. 

Division  of  Architecture  &  Engineering  -  Dept,  of  Administration, 
dffice  of  the  Governor 

-'Information  and  Education  Division,  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department 

-District  1,  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department 

vStudent  Environmental  Research  Center,  University  of  Montana 
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